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INTRODUCTION 
The Town of Washington stands at a pivotal moment where continued 
investment in its park system must be guided by thoughtful planning rather than 
patchwork decisions. Current conditions like aging infrastructure, rising 
maintenance costs, safety concerns, and limited opportunities for expansion all 
underscore the need for a clear, unified vision that reflects both professional 
expertise and community input if we are to truly prioritize residents. 
 
Immediate actions to improve access, enhance safety, upgrade basic 
amenities, and reevaluate fee structures point to deeper structural questions 
about long-term use, growth, and how the Town is prepared to address and 
manage these factors. At the same time, community-driven aspirations — 
ranging from a modern municipal pool and improved parking infrastructure to 
expanded recreational courts, accessible playgrounds, and 
revenue-generating amenities — demonstrate both the direction of our 
community’s interests today and opportunities for the future.  
 
Engaging a qualified professional consultant will allow the Town to properly 
assess existing conditions, validate community priorities, and develop a phased, 
financially responsible Recreation Master Plan that ensures future investments 
are strategic, equitable, and most of all aligned with Town of Washington's 
long-term needs. 
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Vision Statement: 
​ To provide exceptional recreation opportunities and facilities 
through the modernization of the Town’s recreation sites located at 
Route 44 Mabbettsville and Village of Millbrook Hall. 
 
 
Mission Statement: 
​ Provide a comprehensive “Master Plan” study to be presented 
to the Town of Washington Town Board. 
 
 
 
Purpose: 
​ To address the natural aging and deterioration of the identified 
facilities. The largest of which was donated to the Town of 
Washington in June 1930, and is commonly known as the “Town 
Pool.” (AKA - Heidricks Property). 
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Strategic Planning Committee 

 
 

Councilman Robert Audia​ ​ ​ 845-206-8096 
Councilman Michael Murphy​ ​ 914-475-1876 
Heather Blaikie​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 607-279-0370 
Jennifer Boscardin​​ ​ ​ ​ 845-605-1206 
Jessica Dickinson​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 732-429-4205 
Brian Kelly​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 914-562-9100 
Patrick Murphy​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 845-392-2236 
Michael Schultz​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 845-235-3284 
David Whalen​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 845-392-3521 
George Whalen​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 845-489-8565 
Schuyler Woods​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 914-489-3538 
 
 

Recreation Director 
Danielle Szalewicz​​ ​ ​ ​ 845-264-0826 

 
Committee Secretary 

Erin Fox​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 845-702-1944 
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Phase 1: *1 
​ An in-depth, comprehensive inspection and analysis of the following: 

-​ Structures -  
-​ Infrastructures 
-​ Land Use 
-​ Natural Resources 
-​ Roadways and Pedestrian Walkways 
-​ Park Access and Site Safety/Security 
-​ Signage, Parking 
-​ Public Relations/Marketing 

 
Phase 2: 
​ Feasibility Outcomes (ROI) 
​ Cost Analysis 
​ Professional Assistance 
 
Phase 3: 
​ Public Comment/Survey 
 
Phase 4: 
​ Recommendations: 2 years, 5 years 
 
Phase 5: 
​ Public/Private Funding 
 
Phase 6: 
​ Public Presentation 
 
Phase 7: 
​ The Master Plan presented to the Town of Washington Town Board 
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Section II 
Community Day Survey  

September 20, 2026 

 
It was the consensus of the committee that in order to be totally transparent 
with this process, the initial outreach to the community was  sought. The public 
responded enthusiastically to the committee's efforts and was an impetus to 
reach out more broadly with an online survey.  

 
 



Community Day (In person) 
Saturday, September 20, 2025 
Survey Results: 76 Respondents 

Want: 

New Pool Splash Pad Open Access Dog Park 

11 (14%) 5 (6%) 13 (17%) 11 (14%) 

Pickleball Courts Sensory Playground Basketball Court/Lights  

8 (10%) 1 (1.3%) 1 (1.3%)  

Skate Park Playground Ice Skating Rink Indoor Pool 

3 (4%) 5 (7%) 1 (1.3%) 1 (1.3%) 

Indoor Tennis Mini-Golf Food Vendors Walking Trails 

1 (1.3%) 1 (1.3%) 1 (1.3%) 1 (1.3%) 

Tennis Courts    

1 (1.3%)    

 

Don’t Want: 
New Pool 

4 (5%) 

 
Programs Wanted: 

-​ Full Day Camp 
-​ Teen Events/Year Round 
-​ Adult Events/Year Round 
-​ Lower Senior Citizen Rates 
-​ Craft Tables 
-​ Music and Film Nights in Summer 

Suggestions: 
-​ Remove Poison Ivy from Volleyball Area 
-​ Redo Sign on Large Pavilion 
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Community Day (In person) 

Saturday, September 20, 2025 
Survey Results: 76 Respondents 
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Section III 
Online Park Survey 

 

 

 



Town of Washington Park Survey 2025 
Since the mid 1940’s the Town of Washington, along with its Recreation Department,    
have offered a wide range of programs and services for the enjoyment of all its 
residents at its park in Mabbettsville.  
 
Recently, the Town Board has authorized a select committee to “Reimagine the  
Town Park” by examining and assessing the entire 29.5 acre area and all of its 
structures and facilities. 

 
Please review and respond to the following online survey seeking your opinions  
of  how you would like to see and experience the Town Park. Please respond by 
December 1, 2025. 
 
* Indicates required question 
—------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

1.​ About you * 
What is your age range? 
Mark only one. 
⃣       Under 18 
⃣       18-29 
⃣       30-44 
⃣       45-59 
⃣       60+ 
 

2.​ How long have you lived in the Town of Washington?* 
Mark only one. 
⃣       Less than a year 
⃣       1-5 years 
⃣       6-10 years 
⃣       11+ years 
⃣       I don’t live in the Town of Washington, I visit the park.  
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3.​ How many children live in your household?* 
Mark only one. 
⃣       0 
⃣       1 
⃣       2 
⃣       3+  
 

4.​ What school (s) do your children attend?* 
                      _______________________________________ 
 

5.​ Park Usage 
How often do you or your family visit the Town Park?* 
Mark only one. 
⃣      Daily 
⃣       Weekly 
⃣       Monthly 
⃣       A few times a year 
⃣       Rarely/Never 
 

6.​ What do you or your family typically use the park for?* 
Check all that apply. 
⃣       Playground use 
⃣       Sports leagues or games 
⃣       Walking or running 
⃣       Swimming 
⃣       Picnic or gatherings 
⃣       Community events 
⃣       Other: ____________________ 
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7.​ What time (s) of year do you most often visit?* 
Check all that apply. 
⃣       Spring 
⃣       Summer 
⃣       Fall  
⃣      Winter 
 
 

8.​ What prevents you from visiting the park more often?  
Check all that apply. 
⃣       Limited accessibility 
⃣       Limited parking 
⃣      Lack of shade 
⃣      Hours aren’t convenient 
⃣      Other:_________________ 

 
9.​  What’s most important to you?  

Using the scale, rate the amenities’ importance.  
                                  Not            Slightly                                Very               Most 
                             Important    Important    Important    Important      Important 
                                 at all 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Playground                 ⃣                     ⃣                         ⃣                  ⃣                       ⃣      
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

                      Basketball Court        ⃣                     ⃣                         ⃣                  ⃣                       ⃣    
                                            __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Baseball/Softball        ⃣                     ⃣                         ⃣                  ⃣                       ⃣    
Field 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pickleball Courts        ⃣                     ⃣                         ⃣                  ⃣                       ⃣    
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Volleyball Courts       ⃣                     ⃣                         ⃣                  ⃣                       ⃣    
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tennis Courts              ⃣                     ⃣                         ⃣                  ⃣                       ⃣    
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pavilions &                  ⃣                     ⃣                         ⃣                  ⃣                       ⃣    
Picnic Areas 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Concession                ⃣                     ⃣                         ⃣                  ⃣                       ⃣    
Stand 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bathrooms/                ⃣                     ⃣                         ⃣                  ⃣                       ⃣   
Showers/ 
Changing Rooms 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Swimming Facility     ⃣                     ⃣                         ⃣                  ⃣                       ⃣  
(upgrade existing) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Swimming Facility     ⃣                     ⃣                         ⃣                  ⃣                       ⃣  
(build new) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Parking &                    ⃣                     ⃣                         ⃣                  ⃣                       ⃣  
Lighting 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Walking Path              ⃣                     ⃣                         ⃣                  ⃣                       ⃣   
Trails 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Dog-Friendly                ⃣                     ⃣                         ⃣                  ⃣                       ⃣     
Area  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

                      General                       ⃣                     ⃣                         ⃣                  ⃣                       ⃣    
                       Landscaping/ 
                      Green Space 
                                            __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
10.​  How could the park better serve seniors, families with young children or teens? 

   
  ______________________________________________ 
 

11.​  How could the park better serve young adults 20-35? 
 
                        ______________________________________________ 
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12.​  What new amenities would you like to see at the Town Park?* 
  
 
  _______________________________________________ 
 

13.​  Are there accessibility improvements you’d like to see? 
 
_________________________________________________  
 

14.​  What are your favorite memories or experiences at the Town Park? 
 
                      _________________________________________________ 
 

Your input will directly guide future investments and improvements in the  
Town of Washington Park. Thank you for helping us reimagine this community space! 
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Online Park Survey 

Results 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 1.  

 
2. 

 
3. 
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4.   What Schools do your children attend? 
 
Millbrook Schools              97% 
Other Schools:                    3%        
Dutchess Day, Pine Plains, Small Circle, St Martin, Homeschool, MECEC, Lourdes, and Indian Mountain 
5. 

 
6. 
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Section IV 

Committee  
Recommendations 

 

 
 

 



Goals & Recommendations 
1.​ Immediate: Non-Structural 

     A.​ Establish a Town Board community based 501C3, tax-exempt, non-profit citizen board. 
■​ Sole purpose to raise money through philanthropic donations and grants in 

support of the Town of Washington recreation facilities and structures. 
    B.​ Initiate formal bid process to hire a professional engineering firm specializing in the        

                       design and development of municipal recreation facilities. 
                 C.​ Declare park access from sunrise to sunset, daily. 
                 D.​ Adjust park entry fees 

■​ Pool, pavilion special use charges, only.  
2.​ Immediate: Structural 

Factors - maintenance costs 
Outdated infrastructure 
Limited expansion options 

          A.​ Identify and initiate a series of routine maintenance, public safety, and minor 
landscape enhancements to the existing structures and facilities at the Town Park, 
based on the annual budget process. 

○​ Painting of buildings (interior and exterior) 
○​ Security and pedestrian lighting 
○​ Upgrade amenities: picnic tables, garbage receptacles 
○​ Signage: entry and on grounds 
○​ Replace roof on park building 

B.​ Engineer and construct a new access driveway to the park grounds from “Little Rest 
Road” to the southwest corner of the maintained park area/ 

* Important for safety of “Summer Camp” families to minimize hazardous 
conditions on Route 44 Main Entrance to the park during dropoff and pickup. 

            C.​ Suspend any major expenditure on “Town Pool” structure and concession building other   
                        than emergency repairs. 
3. Intermediate to Long Term Actions 

Contingent upon findings by the professional design and engineering firm, as well as outcomes 
from the citizen surveys held in 2025, develop a multi-phased approach to re-develop the 
Town’s recreational park with the following goals: 
    A.​ Replace the existing “pool” swimming water area with an in-ground municipal-sized 

swimming pool and splash pad. 
               B.​ Expand  designated, paved parking (with ADA spaces) where appropriate and   
                       improve vehicular circulation, and  pedestrian pathways throughout the park.  
               C.​ Build one (1) tennis court 
               D.​ Build two (2) pickleball courts                                                                                           
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              E.​ Demolish existing playground structure and build ADA compatible child playground  

  F.​ Demolish and replace the concession building to include improved bathrooms and 
                        area in an appropriate and convenient location easily accessed from various park     
​ ​ uses.hanging areas (incorporate “First Aid” area) as well as extended food service  
                        suited for daytime and evening events.                                                                                                 
              G.​  Renovate existing large pavilion 
              H.​  Build a third pavilion on the grounds - revenue generating opportunity  
               I.​  Build a standard sized basketball court with lighting capability 
​   J. ​ Expand lighting to soccer fields walkway. 
​   K. ​ Re-habitilate the dam of the pond and restore native vegetation to improve water  

                      quality and fish habitat and fishing activities. 
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References:             *1 
The following cities, towns, individuals and corporations 
contributed significant information to this study: 
Cities: 

-City of Beacon 
​ -City of Charleston, SC 
​ -City of Newburgh 
Towns: 
​ -Town of Amenia 
​ -Town of Fishkill 
​ -Town of Hyde Park 
​ -Town of Millerton 
​ -Town of Pleasant Valley 
​ -Town of Portsmouth, RI 
​ -Town of Rhinebeck 
​ -Town of Stanford 
​ -Town of Wells, ME 
​ -Town of New Winsor 
 
 
 

34 

 



Individuals, Corporations : 
-Classic Turf (CT) 
-Colliers Engineering 
-Crafco (pickleball courts) 
-Dutchess County Parks and Recreation 
-George T. Whalen Real Estate 
-Hudson Valley Sports Dome 
-JP Woods Inc. 
-LaBella Corporation (engineer) 
-Lamont Engineers 
-M & J Engineers 
-Michael Shultz Electric 
-Miracle: Liberty Parks and Playground 
-Murphy Escavation 
-Northeast Recreation 
-NYS Highways Department 
-Precision Ice Rinks 
-Scenic Hudson 
-USA Pickleball 
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Expertise:  *1 
 
Heather Blaikie- land use, signage, natural resources 
Jennifer - public relations, employee amenities,  
Jessica - customer service, public relations, marketing, 
signage 
Brian Kelly- site safety, natural resources, land use 
Patrick Murphy - land use, roadways, pedestrian paths 
​  
Michael Schultz- structures, infrastructure, lighting, access 
David - structures, parking, site security, access 
George Whalen - access, site safety, cost analysis 
Schuyler Woods - structures, infrastructure, access 
 
Working Teams:  
1. Heather, Brian and Patrick 
2. Jennifer, Jessica 
3. David, George, Michael 
4. Michael, Schuyler, David, Jessica 
5. George, Schuyler, Michael 
6. Patrick, David, Michael (Village Gym) 
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