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 March 10, 2025 

 

Mr. Jonathan Ialongo via email: buildinginspector@washingtonny.org 

Building Inspector & Zoning Administrator 

Town of Washington 

10 Reservoir Drive 

Millbrook, New York  12545 

 

Subject: Route 82 Sand & Gravel, Inc. 

 Town of Washington Special Use Permit Modification Application 

 STERLING File #20015 

 

Dear Mr. Ialongo, 

 

On behalf of Route 82 Sand & Gravel, Inc., Sterling Environmental Engineering, P.C. (STERLING) 

submits the enclosed application and supporting documents to modify the existing Special Use Permit for 

the sand and gravel mine (hereinafter the “Mine”) located at 17 Canoe Hill Road. The Special Permit 

Approval was issued by the Town of Washington on April 5, 2011 and modified on March 1, 2016 (copy 

enclosed). The Mine is also permitted by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

(NYSDEC) under Permit ID: 3-1358-00024/00002 and Mined Land ID: 30021.  

 

The Mine owners are pursuing a modification of the NYSDEC permit and the Town Special Permit to 

laterally extend the life of mine by approximately 4.0 acres onto Tax Parcel #: 135889-6566-00-923079-

0000 that is owned by one of the land surface and mineral owners of the Mine. No increases in the 

mineral extraction rate or changes in the extraction methods are proposed. The proposed expansion is 

projected to provide access to approximately 215,000 cubic yards of sand and gravel reserves. An 

application to modify the NYSDEC permit was submitted on November 8, 2024 (copy enclosed). 

 

The Mine has been in operation for many years without incident or complaint from neighboring land 

owners. The proposed modification is contiguous to the existing active mine area and will continue to be 

substantially screened from review from surrounding property.  

 

The following documents are provided in support of the application: 

• Completed Planning Board Application for Special Permit.  

• Property Deeds 

• Property Survey 

• Agent Affidavit 

• Section 803 Ethics Statement 

• Owner’s Endorsement 

• Consent to Inspection 

• Agricultural Data Statement Form 

o List of properties located within 500 feet of site. 

• NYSDEC Permit Modification Application including: 

o Full Environmental Assessment Form 

o Site Location Map 

o Site Vicinity Map 

o Current Mining Plan and Reclamation Plan 

o Proposed Mining Plan and Reclamation Plan 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

The Route 82 Sand and Gravel, Inc. Mine (hereinafter the “Mine”), located in the Town of Washington, 

Dutchess County, New York, is an existing permitted aggregate mine under Permit ID: 3-1358-

00024/00002; Mined Land ID: 30021. The permit was renewed with an effective date of April 14, 2022 

and an expiration date of April 13, 2027. A copy of the current permit is included in Appendix A and a 

copy of the current Mined Land Financial Security is included in Appendix B. A Site Location Map on a 

United States Geological Survey quadrangle map is provided as Figure 1, and a Site Vicinity Map on an 

aerial image is provided as Figure 2. 

 

During prior permit terms, the Mine inadvertently extended approximately 0.6 acres beyond the permitted 

life of mine in the northwest portion of the mine and onto lands owned by Olson, who is one of the land 

surface and mineral owners of the Mine (see Figure 2). The New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation (NYSDEC) included Condition #16 in the current permit to reclaim the area of excavation 

beyond the life of mine. The Mine initiated the required reclamation during the current permit term; 

however, the rate of progress is slow due to the availability of material for reclamation and available labor. 

Accordingly, the Mine requested an extension to the timeframe in Condition #16 to complete the 

reclamation.  

 

Concurrently, the Mine owners contemplated pursuing a permit modification to include the excavated area 

within the life of mine because: 1) sand and gravel reserves exist within the excavated area and parent 

parcel; 2) the parcel is owned by one of the land surface and mineral owners of the Mine; and 3) Permit 

Condition #6 allows the life of mine to extend across property boundaries of common owners providing 

that all owners are in agreement. All land surface and mineral owners have signed the Mine Permit 

Application agreeing to the proposed modification.  

 

The Mine also operates subject to a Special Permit issued by the Town of Washington Planning Board, 

which will require amendment to incorporate the proposed life of mine expansion. As noted in the existing 

Town approval, the Mine has been in operation over many years largely without incident of complaint from 

neighboring land owners. 

 

2.0 EXISTING MINE PLAN 

 

The existing Mine Plan is included on the attached Plate 1 based on the permit modification approved by 

the NYSDEC on May 29, 2020. The Mine currently extracts sand and gravel through surface excavation. 

The active excavation area is in the north-central portion of the Mine. Excavation is progressing laterally 

and beneath the groundwater table to achieve the Reclamation Plan described in Section 3.0. Excavations 

are setback from the property line and sloped up to 33 degrees (1V to 1.5H). 

 

Onsite processing operations include washing and screening the excavated sand and gravel for temporary 

onsite storage in stockpiles. Trucks are loaded with processed material and weighed on an onsite truck scale 

prior to exiting the property for offsite commercial use. An onsite pond is used for wash water recycling 

subject to a Water Withdrawal Permit (WWR0001338).  

 

Current mining methods above the water table consist of using front-end wheel loaders to mine material in 

lifts that average 10 to 15 feet in height. Prior to removal, approximately 18 inches of surface materials are 

stripped to remove topsoil and undesirable surface deposits. Mined material that is wet is deposited in tall 

stockpiles for drying. Following drying, material is transported to a feed hopper at the processing plant for 

washing and sorting by particle size.  
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To perform deep excavation below the water table, a long-reach excavator is used with a maximum effective 

depth of approximately 25 feet below the water table. Excavated material is temporarily stockpiled in 

adjacent areas and allowed to drain. 

 

Dust generated from vehicle traffic is suppressed by periodically spraying haulage roads with water. Noise 

control includes limited hours of operation and use of backup alarms that are activated only when an object 

is detected behind a vehicle. Surface water runoff is contained entirely within the Mine area. Surrounding 

vegetation and the lower elevation of the existing mine floor provide an effective visual screen for 

surrounding vantage points. 

 

3.0 EXISTING RECLAMATION PLAN 

 

The existing Reclamation Plan, consists of the following: 

• Formation of a surface waterbody (i.e., pond) with an estimated surface area of approximately 38.7 

acres and an average water surface elevation of 306 feet amsl.  

• Grading and seeding areas outside the pond area for non-agricultural meadow or brush land. 

• Vegetative debris will be buried onsite or transported to an approved landfill. Stockpiled 

topsoil/overburden material will be spread across the ground surface during reclamation. 

• Minor internal haulage ways and trails will be graded and seeded to blend with the surrounding 

topography and will be reclaimed in the same manner as other areas outside the pond area. 

• All drainage will be internal at the cessation of mining. The perimeter slopes and mine floor will 

be graded such that localized ponding will be minimized. 

 

Revegetation will occur in the following sequence: 

1. Topsoil will be applied at a thickness of six (6) to eight (8) inches and will be obtained from onsite 

stockpiles. 

2. Before seeding, the pH of the soil will be tested to determine fertilizer and lime application ratios. 

Likely application ratios of fertilizer are 10-10-10 at 600 lbs/acre and ag-lime at 400 lbs/acre. 

3. Upon completion of all grading and fertilizing, a native seed mix providing proper stable ground 

coverage will be seeded with 100 lbs/acre of seed conforming to the following: 

 

Grass Type 
Application Rate 

per Acre 
Seed Purity Germination Rate 

Perennial Ryegrass 10 pounds 95% 85% 

Kentucky Bluegrass 20 pounds 85% 75% 

Strong Creeping Red 

Fescue 
20 pounds 95% 80% 

Chewings Fescue 20 pounds 95% 80% 

Hard Fescue 20 pounds 95% 80% 

White Clover 10 pounds 98% 75% 

 

a. Germination and purity percentages should equal or exceed the minimum seed standard 

listed. If a seed must be used with a germination percentage less than the minimum 

recommended above, increase the seeding rate accordingly to compensate for the lower 

germination. 
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b. Weed seed content shall not exceed 0.25 percent and shall be free of noxious weeds. 

c. All seed shall be rejected if the label lists any of the following grasses: 

1) Timothy. 

2) Orchard. 

3) Sheep Fescue. 

4) Meadow Fescue. 

5) Canada Blue. 

6) Alta Fescue. 

7) Kentucky 31 Fescue. 

8) Bent Grass. 

 

4. Straw mulch will be applied over the seeded slopes at 4,000 lbs/acre.  

 

Slopes adjacent to the pond will be stabilized by following the standards and specifications for vegetating 

sand and gravel borrow areas, as outlined in the New York State Revegetation Procedures Manual - Surface 

Mining Reclamation (Division of Mineral Resources, May 2005). 

 

The final slopes of the reclaimed area surrounding the pond will not exceed 33 degrees (1V:1.5H); the 

maximum slope recommended for coarse sand and gravel. As depicted in the typical shoreline detail, the 

pond perimeter will be maintained at a slope of 11.3 degrees (1V:5H) and will include an upslope and 

downslope of ten (10) feet each to prevent erosion and promote habitat development. Graded slopes will be 

blended into adjacent areas to prevent shelves or steep troughs. 

 

A Habitat Creation Plan will integrate aquatic benches and shallow areas in the pond to enhance the 

productivity of the pond and attract wildlife as shown in Plate 2. The aquatic vegetation zone along the 

undulating shoreline shall be planted with a variety of native plant species in accordance with the New 

York State Stormwater Management Design Manual. The selected plants shall be Herbaceous Plants listed 

in Table 11.11 applicable to Hydrologic Zones 2 and 3. A mix of emergent and perimeter species shall be 

selected to provide a varied shoreline. 

 

4.0 PROPOSED MINE PLAN 

 

The proposed Mine Plan will continue surface mining operations in the same manner as the current Mine 

Plan. As shown on Figure 2 and Plate 3, the proposed change is to laterally extend the life of mine by 

approximately 4.0 acres onto tax parcel #: 135889-6566-00-923079-0000 that is owned by Olson, who is 

one of the land surface and mineral owners of the Mine. The existing life of mine setback/buffer along the 

north boundary of the Phase B area will be continued into the proposed modification area for approximately 

500 feet. The life of mine will then turn south to maintain a 50 foot setback/buffer from an existing fence 

line on the lands owned by Olson. No increases in the mineral extraction rate are proposed. The proposed 

expansion is projected to provide access to approximately 215,000 cubic yards of sand and gravel reserves. 

No other changes to the existing Mine Plan described in Section 2.0 are proposed. 

 

5.0 PROPOSED RECLAMATION PLAN 

 

The proposed Reclamation Plan will continue in the same manner as the current Reclamation Plan. As 

shown on Plate 4, the proposed lateral expansion will result in an increase in the surface water pond by 

approximately 4.0 acres to achieve a total pond area of approximately 42.8 acres. No other changes to the 

existing Reclamation Plan described in Section 3.0 are proposed.  
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MAP REFERENCES:
1. BASE MAP PROVIDED BY LANC & TULLY ENGINEERING AND SURVEYING, P.C. ENTITLED "ROUTE 82

SAND & GRAVEL" DRAWING NO. A-86-328-21 DATED JANUARY 31, 2008, UPDATED DECEMBER, 2015.
2. SURVEY DATA PROVIDED BY NMB LAND SURVEYING, PLLC. ENTITLED "AERIAL SURVEY OF ROUTE 82

SAND & GRAVEL" DATED DECEMBER 4, 2020.
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