WASHINGTON TOWN BOARD
Meeting Minutes
June 12, 2025

The Town Board of the Town of Washington held their regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday,
June 12, 2025, at the Washington Town Hall. The meeting was called to order by Supervisor
Gary Ciferri, with the following present: Councilmen Robert Audia, Doug Giles, Michael Murphy,
Joseph Rochfort, Town Clerk Chrissy Briggs, and Attorney for the Town Kyle Barnett.

Supervisor Ciferri opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Highway Superintendent Spagnola was absent and will give his report at next month’s meeting.

Bookkeeper Petrone reports the following: The bank reconciliations for the checking and
savings accounts for April 2025 have been completed. May bank reconciliation is in progress.
The Board has been provided with the current bank balances.

Transfer Station invoicing and receipts are posted on the website.
The monthly revenue from the Justice Court has been received through May 2025.
The Building Department and Town Clerk’s Report has been received for May 2025.

NYCLASS accounts have been set up and the Town Board has been provided with the current
statements.

Ms. Petrone requested the Town Board to authorize the use of the Vincent Turletes Trust A/C
Funds for the emergency Park & Pool Well work performed by JP Woods, for a total of
$12,004.22.

Councilman Murphy made a motion, seconded by Councilman Audia to authorize the use of the
Vincent Turletes Trust A/C Funds for the emergency Park & Pool Well work performed by JP
Woods for a total of $12,004.22.

The vote was as follows:

Supervisor Ciferri: AYE
Councilman Audia: AYE
Councilman Murphy: AYE
Councilman Rochfort: AYE
Councilman Giles: AYE

Councilman Audia made a motion, seconded by Councilman Rochfort to accept the following
Budget Amendments for May 2025.



The vote was as follows:

Supervisor Ciferri: AYE
Councilman Audia: AYE
Councilman Murphy: AYE
Councilman Rochfort: AYE
Councilman Giles: AYE

2025 Budget Amendments for Board Meeting - 6/12/25

Account

1001.02.000.00
95019.02.000.00
5031.04.000.00

97307.04.000.00

Note: To Amend the Budget to cover the cost of the Bridge NY BAN
using B Fund Fund Balance

Transfering B fund Balance to Highway Checking

Account
71104.01.000.00

2680.01.000.000

Note: Marathon insurance proceeds from K&K Ins for the damage at
the Pool

Account

3389.01.000.00

71104.01.000.33

Note: Amendment to acknowledge the receipt of the Composting
Toilet Grant balance received

Account
2025.01.000.00

71104.01.000.33

Description
B Fund Fund Bal -
Revenue

B Fund Expenditure

DB Revenue
DB Fund Interest
expense

Description

Park & Pool CE
Expense

Insurance Proceeds
Revenue

Description

State Aide public
saftey

Park & Pool
Improvements

Description

Park & Pool Revenue
Park & Pool
Improvements

Amount

$62,438.48
$62,438.48
$62,438.48

$62,438.48

Amount
$1,534.83

$1,534.83

Amount

$23,875.00

$23,875.00

Amount
$12,004.22

$12,004.22



Note: Amendment to recognize the funds transferred from the Vincent
Turletes Trust fund for the emergency Well work

Recreation Director Szalewicz reports the following: Toddler Program ends Friday, June 13th
2025

CDBG - JP Woods is finishing the work on the Park Building.

_MIG - Municipal Investment Grant. This grant is for Senior Centers, if approved, this

grant will add a bathroom, a new kitchen, a new door to replace the garage door, the other door
will be removed and it will just be a wall. All to be done at the Town Park Building

Lifeguards - 14 in total, 5 of those guards are 18 and older, 5 are between 16 & 17 years old and

4 are 15 years old. In order to have the pool open we must have at least one 18-year-old on duty.

During camp all lifeguards must be 16 and up with waterfront directors.

Seniors - Lake George trip scheduled for July 19, 2025, 27 Residents 6 NR registered $10/563
Resorts World Catskill - August 17, 2025, 27 Residents 4 NR registered $10/535
Senior Lunch - Friday June 20th Noon - Residents only — $35

Yankee Trip - Saturday, June 28th -$150 includes bus to the stadium, tickets, 90 minutes of food.

9:00 am meet at the Town Hall return back 7pm.

After camp programs-

Camp Training: Tuesday June 19th

Basketball, Art - two-week session, Trout unlimited

Basketball 5, Arts and craft camp 7/3, Trout unlimited 2

Park- The pool is now open on weekends; it will be open on weekdays starting June 30th.

Day pass is S6 res/$8 non res, senior S5 res./S7 non res

Pool passes will be available for sale until mid-July.

Pool passes this year:

Family pool pass-12 7R 5NR

Adult pass - 1 NR

Senior pass —7- 4R 3NR

Juneteenth the pool will be open. Thursday, June 19t

Elm Drive will be coming to the park with their first grade on Friday with 2 by 2 Zoo.

Dover 5th grade will be coming for Park and Pool on Monday, June 16th 9:30-1:30

Facility Rental - 16

The Septic System job is complete. We have received the Certificate of Approval from the
Engineer.

Building Inspector lalongo was absent and submitted the following report:

Building:

1. In the month of May: 26 inspections and site visits were conducted, 14 building permits



were issued and 0 building permits were renewed.

2. In the month of May: 5 Certificates of Occupancy were issued and 3 Certificates of
Compliance was issued.

3. At the end of May, there were 7 expired building permits.

4. There was no fire inspections conducted in May.

5. There are 2 cases of fire inspections being overdue, or having failed previous
inspections.

6. In response to the Compliance Order issued in April by the Building Inspector to a
property for an unsafe structure and debris behind the unsafe structure, the property
owner came into the Building Department. The property owner will be getting the
structure and other violations into compliance and will be in communication with the
Building Inspector as he progresses. There were no new Building only complaints

received.

Zoning:

1. In the month of May: 0 municipal searches were requested and completed.

2. 1 site visit was conducted.

3. 1 FOIL request was received and completed in May.

4. The Zoning Administrator consulted with the Town Attorney in regards to the complaints
that are ongoing. Ones that have been issued a Compliance Order to Remedy and have
not contacted the Building Department by the expiration of those orders, will be

processed for further actions. No new Zoning complaints were received in May

Assessor Evangelista reports the following:

1) Tentative roll is complete and available online and there’s a copy of the roll book in the Town
Clerk and Assessor office, available to the public for review. Final roll information and books will
be available July 1st



2) Grievance day had 37 submissions. The board will be finalizing their deliberation on
Monday, 6/16.

3) The Data collector job was posted this week.

4) Sales for April 2025 Town, outside village: 2 (2-res) Village: 0

Assessor site parcel reappraisal reviews: 12

Assessor sales reviews: 0

Data collector parcels/sites completed: Michael: 8/10

Animal Control Officer Debonis reports the following: There were a couple of calls regarding
dogs roaming in the Town. All call were resolved; no dogs were seized. Facebook has been a
great resource for locating lost dogs. The Dutchess County Spay & Neuter program has been
extended through October 2025.

Town Clerk Briggs reports the following:

2025 Tax Collection is complete. | am currently working on reconciling with the County.
Dog License Renewals have been sent out for July.

The Clerk’s office generated two marriage licenses at $40.00, Twenty-four Dog License Renewals
at $185.00, One hundred and twenty-four Transfer Station Permits at $6,755.00, Punch Cards at
$4312.00, Two Genealogy/Vital Records at $40.00, Fourteen Hunting/Fishing License at $94.47,
Total revenue is $11,426.47.

Town Clerk’s Office is sending out Public Hearing Notices to the residents of Killearn Road,
regarding the Killearn Road Resurfacing Project.

Councilman Murphy reports the following: Court revenue will be reported at next month’s
meeting. Newly hired Court Clerk, Mckenna D’Attora is successfully transferring into her new
role. Judge Poles is pleased with the transition.

A new Committee has been formed and it is called the Strategic Planning Committee for
Recreation. Eleven community members have volunteered to be part of this Committee. The
committee will be co-chaired by Councilman Murphy and Councilman Audia. Recreation
Director Szalewicz will be on the committee for discussion purposes. Councilman Murphy would
like to thank Michael Olivetti, the Town’s Data Collector for supplying the new committee with
drone videos of the Town Park to use at their meetings. The committee is scheduled to meet on
July 23. Discussions will involve potential of the park, infrastructure, land use, natural resources,
enmities, buildings, and modernization of the park. The committee will also look at the Gym at
the Village Hall. Councilman Murphy will follow up at next month’s meeting.

Councilman Audia reports the following: There was a compliant on Little Rest Road regarding
dead trees, that are located on the Town of Washington property. Councilman Audia will talk to
Superintendent Spagnola and follow up at next month’s meeting.




Councilman Audia discussed looking further into VAD Construction Bonds. Town Attorney, Kyle
Barnett will update the Town Board next month.

Councilman Audia discusses ways to fund Recreation Properties with a Conveyance Transfer Tax.
Mr. Audia will research how other communities include this small tax into Recreation.

Councilman Audia is working with Jim Brownell at the Transfer Station to see what the future
needs are there. As well, as discussing Royal Carting billing and containers. Mr. Audia will be
meeting with Mr. Brownell and will update the Town Board next month.

Councilman Audia is looking to schedule a meeting with the Chief of the Millbrook Fire
Department to discuss the training unit at the old Tedesco house, as well as the condition of the
house itself. Unfortunatley, the meetings keep getting delayed. Councilman Giles asks about
remediation. Councilman Audia states that the house need to be remediated prior to taking
down. County Legislature, Deidre Houston states that she met with Dominick and that the
house needed to be looked at and checked for asbestos. There is no asbestos and the house
now can be taken down. Last month the County passed a resolution releasing the funds for this
project, meaning the project can now move forward. The County is encouraging Fire
Departments to use their funds. Councilman Rochfort asks if there is a deadline to use the grant
funds. County Legislature Houston states the funds have to be used by the end of 2025.
Councilman Audia asks Town Attorney, Kyle Barnett to put together some kind of agreement
between the Town and the Fire Department in regards to the Fire Department using Town
property for fire and rescue training. Mr. Barnett will have something put together by next
month’s meeting. Lastly, Councilman Audia would like Town Attorney Kyle Barnett to formulate
steps in order to change the Town’s Mixed Hamlet Law. There is specific phrasing in the law that
states that there can be no commercial growth unless there is twice as much residential growth.
Once that is done a discussion will take place regarding next steps.

Councilman Rochfort reports the following: In regards to the Killearn Road Project, the
wetlands application and updated road plans will be sent to AKRF this week for review and then
sent to the County. The Public Hearing is scheduled for July 1%t at the Planning Board meeting.

Councilman Rochfort gives the following Zoning Board of Appeals report: Valley Farm
Doodletown LLC: 322 Valley Farm Road (Tax ID: 6766-00-364229-0000) The Applicant and
property owner, Valley Farm Doodletown LLC, were represented by Jacob Angell of Halton
Construction, Inc. The property owner has submitted an application requesting a proposed
detached 2-story accessory structure containing a two-car garage with office above. The
architecture of the structure will mimic the house. The ZBA has a concern regarding a possible
“home occupation” for the office above the garage as defined under the code.

Jacob Angell assured that the property is the owners second home, which gets occupied on the
weekend. The husband is an Attorney in the City, and has no intent to use the office for clients.
There will be no kitchen, only a half bathroom near closet. ZBA quoted that within the Code it
“permits home office occupations such as dentists, and architects. Nothing requiring financial



gain.” ZBA Secretary to provide addresses to Halton Construction to send out Legal Notice of
Public Hearing at June ZBA Meeting.

Councilman Giles reports the following: In regards to the Planning Board, Councilman Giles has
discussed with Chairperson Meaney the legal fees, consultant’s fees, and escrow and how they
add up rather quickly. After much discussion the Planning Board has decided that two members
of the board will look at applications, more simple projects prior to the meeting to see if they
need to be looked at by the consultant. Other working ideas include adjusting escrow fees. Fees
would be dependent on how much the project is in front of the Board. However, the initial fee
would still stand. Another working idea is to have Susan Meaney, Board Chair waive fees for
some applications that have already been through ZBA review. This discussion will continue and
Mr. Giles will keep the Board updated over next couple of months.

At least two applicants from last month’s meeting received scam emails pretending to be from
Town of Washington Planning Board. They are asking for $4903.80 with a list of charges and
instructions to follow up with a wire transfer. The applicants have been notified that this is a
scam and it has been posted in the Town website. The Clerk’s Office has contacted the Attorney
General’s Office.

Planning Board update: Conservation Advisory Commission discussion of New State Wetlands
Law. Margaret Schneible, CAC Member presented a letter regarding NYS changes to Freshwater
Wetlands Regulation. Starting January 1, 2025, NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
implemented significant changes to Freshwater Wetlands Regulation under 6 NYCRR Part 664.
There are new rules and property owners must seek a determination from the DEC before doing
work.

Ray Gonsalves/Custom Training Center: 3707 Route 44 - Public Hearing. Applicant Ray
Gonsalves has applied for a permit to erect a 3’ x 3’ sign between double posts on the east side
of the property. The Public Hearing is open a no one attended to comment on this application.
Public Hearing closed.

Todd: 3515 Route 82 — Public Hearing- Homeowner Sheri Todd has applied for Site Plan
approval and Special Use Permit to build an addition on her house for her elderly parents.
Public Hearing opened. No one attended to comment on this application. Public Hearing closed

Singer-Tworkowski: 471 Butts Hollow Road -Joseph Singer and Michael Tworkowski authorized
surveyor Kirk Horton to apply on their behalf for a lot line change of their property. Lot Line
Change transferring 2.767 acres from Parcel # 050993 (currently 27.417 acres) to Parcel #
980977 (currently 9.715 acres).

Schmidt &amp; Conway: 443 Valley Farm Road — Public Hearing open. Applicants John Schmidt
and Wendy Conway are represented by Jimmy Crisp &amp; Darrin Conrad, Crisp Architects,
have applied for site plan approval and a wetlands and watercourse permit for a 743 square
foot addition to their house that is located within the 100’ wetlands buffer. The applicants
received a Special Use Permit from the ZBA, conditioned on their receiving a Site Plan approval



from the Planning Board. They have also applied for a Wetlands Permit. Jonathan lalongo, Town
of Washington Building Inspector and Zoning Administrator has submitted a letter confirming
that no improvements to the existing septic system is required as no new bedrooms will be
added. Darrin Conrad informed the Board that they had received a letter from the DEC stating
that there were Regulated Wetlands on the property. Public Hearing open and motion passed.
There were no other public comments from the Public. Howard Schuman, CAC Member
recommended to keep Public Hearing open until PB receives feedback before approving. Public
Hearing was kept open.

Claudia &amp; Frank Piasecki: 27 Top of the Hill Lane — authorized Brendon Johnson, Johnson
Surveying, LLC, to apply on their behalf for a lot line revision of their property. Applicant and
Property Owners are looking to transfer 1.308 between Parcel #871921 (27-31 Top of the Hill
Lane) and Parcel #820879 (39 Top of the Hill Lane).

Brandon Johnson discussed that the Piasecki Lot Line Change is a simple lot line revision with no
plumbing and no residential on the other site. The lot line will give more space near pool and
horse barn. Main purpose of the lot line change is the owners are looking to build a larger
garage on the main parcel for vehicles and farm equipment on the northeast corner of the
parcel. The well on the property does not serve the barn. There is a dirt driveway 80ft from the
pond, which is not manmade.

Motion to Classify the application as a TYPE Il action under SEQRA:

Motion passed. A motion was made to waive the public hearing for a lot line adjustment.
Motion passed.

No referral to County Planning required

Application from the Town of Washington Board for approval of resurfacing work on Killearn
Road, a designated scenic road. The Public Hearing for this meeting was postponed until July 15t
A Wetlands Permit Application is required because some of the work is within the wetland
buffers. Legal Notice needs to be sent out.

The Planning Board received a packet from the Town of Stanford requesting Notice of Intent to
Establish Lead Agency regarding a large construction project at the Millbrook School. They are
building a new boy’s dorm. They are required to notify us for SEQRA because the property abuts
the Town of Washington.

Site plans have been sent to PB members to review.

There are no wetlands within 100 feet of the project. The project is entirely with the Town of
Stanford. Motion passed.



Councilman Giles makes a motion, seconded by Councilman Audia to discontinue the use of
zoom and purchase equipment from Video Ventures to record all meetings to be posted to
YouTube the following day.

The vote was as follows:

Supervisor Ciferri: AYE
Councilman Audia: AYE
Councilman Murphy: AYE
Councilman Rochfort: AYE
Councilman Giles: AYE

Councilman Giles would like the Town Board to consider passing the Right to Farm Law. The
County and a handful of Towns have passed this law. The law will protect farms from Nuisance
Law Suits. Mr. Giles will follow up with an informational hand out at next month’s meeting.

County Legislature Deidre Houston states that the County has two Public Hearings scheduled for
next month. The first one is in regards to AG Districts and the second is in regards to the
Dutchess Community College Budget. Ms. Houston informs the Town Board that the Millbrook
Historical Society is the recipient of two grants, totaling $10,000.

County Legislature Houston discussed the County funded Grant that the Millbrook Library
received. The Grant is for $15,000 and will fund youth programs. The goal of the Grant is to
increase library use by 20%.

There being no other business on a motion made by Councilman Audia, and seconded by
Councilman Giles the Town Board will review and pay claims.
The vote was as follows:

Supervisor Ciferri: AYE
Councilman Audia: AYE
Councilman Murphy: AYE
Councilman Rochfort: AYE
Councilman Giles: AYE

On a motion made by Councilman Murphy, and seconded by Councilman Rochfort the Town
Board entered into Executive Session at 7:30pm to discuss Personnel matters.

The vote was as follows:

Supervisor Ciferri: AYE



Councilman Audia: AYE

Councilman Murphy: AYE
Councilman Rochfort: AYE
Councilman Giles: AYE

On a motion made by Councilman Murphy and seconded by Councilman Audia the Town Board
exited Executive Session at 7:45pm.
The vote was as follows:

Supervisor Ciferri: AYE
Councilman Audia: AYE
Councilman Murphy: AYE
Councilman Rochfort: AYE
Councilman Giles: AYE

On a motion made by Councilman Murphy and seconded by Councilman Audia the Town Board
entered into Attorney Client Session at 7:45pm.
The vote was as follows:

Supervisor Ciferri: AYE
Councilman Audia: AYE
Councilman Murphy: AYE
Councilman Rochfort: AYE
Councilman Giles: AYE

A motion made by Councilman Audia, and seconded by Councilman Murphy the Town Board
states that Based upon thorough review of the client’s invoices, removing any and all items that
were not directly related to assisting the ZBA in reaching a determination on the variances.

A motion made by Councilman Murphy and seconded by Councilman Audia the Town Board
exited Attorney Client Session at 8:04pm.
The vote was as follows:

Supervisor Ciferri: AYE
Councilman Audia: AYE
Councilman Murphy: AYE
Councilman Rochfort: AYE
Councilman Giles: AYE

On a motion made by Councilman Rochfort and seconded by Councilman Giles the Town Board
closed the meeting at 8:05pm.



The vote was as follows:
Supervisor Ciferri:
Councilman Audia:
Councilman Murphy:
Councilman Rochfort:
Councilman Giles:

Date: July 8, 2025

Christine Briggs, Town Clerk
//N;/}nx 4/77; //:/// //71/
Millbrook, NY

AYE
AYE
AYE
AYE
AYE



